POVERTY SIMULATION: ZIP CODE LOTTERY
INSTRUCTOR GUIDE
POSITION MATTERS ON THE ECONOMIC LADDER
The ZIP Code Lottery activity allows participants to reflect on
the ways in which unequal access to opportunity exists in our
community and the disparate outcomes that can result. This
is an interactive experience that allows participants to engage
and discuss their experience from various vantage points.

IMPACT
General outline tailored to the audience and discussion as
it develops.
• Facilitator discusses how your relative ability to make a
basket represents the different circumstances to which
people are born, often determined by their ZIP code.
• Provide overview of what economic mobility means.

HOW DOES IT WORK?
• Chairs should be dispersed at varying degrees away from
a bin or basket in the center of the room; some should be
close to the bin, others far away and some in the middle.

• Economic mobility is often closely correlated with
geography – this can lead to inequitable access to
good schools, safe and affordable housing, grocery
stores, jobs and other keys to opportunity.

• Each participant is given a piece of paper when they walk in
the room.
• At the start of the activity, each participant is asked to ball
up their paper.

QUESTIONS

• While seated, each participant must try to toss their paper
into the basket without standing.

FOR THE AUDIENCE
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EACH ATTENDEE SHOULD RECEIVE A COPY
OF THE PARTICIPANT HANDOUT ON THE
FOLLOWING PAGE.
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WHAT WAS YOUR EXPERIENCE LIKE?

HOW DID YOU FEEL ABOUT YOUR
POSITION RELATIVE TO THE BASKET?

HOW DO YOU THINK INEQUITABLE
ACCESS TO THINGS LIKE QUALITY
HOUSING, SCHOOLS AND HEALTH CARE
MIGHT IMPACT SOMEONE’S ABILITY TO
MOVE UP THE ECONOMIC LADDER?
WHAT DO YOU THINK WE CAN DO AS A
COMMUNITY TO ADDRESS THIS ISSUE?
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ZIP CODE LOTTERY
PARTICIPANT HANDOUT

IN OUR OWN BACKYARD
Many of our families, friends and neighbors suffer from lack of
access to resources and opportunities in neighborhoods across
our region. Just a few years ago, Charlotte-Mecklenburg ranked
50th out of 50 among the largest U.S. cities in economic mobility
in a Harvard University/UC Berkeley study. This showed our
community that all too often, access to economic opportunity
in the Southeast is aligned with the ZIP code and neighborhood
where one lives.
THAT MUST CHANGE.
Focusing on education, health and financial stability, United Way
works to address our community’s economic mobility challenges,
while always providing a safety net for our neighbors that face
unexpected life challenges. Our two-generation approach
supports the entire family to break the cycle of poverty by
intentionally focusing on the needs of both parent and child.

This is your community. Now is the time for you to lend your
voice. Raise your hand. Make a difference. United Way is here to
connect you to opportunities to volunteer, to lead, to help people
– and to connect you to others who share your passion. Join us.

GET CONNECTED:
VISIT WWW.UWCENTRALCAROLINAS.ORG
OR CALL 704.372.7170.
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